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The November meeting of the Colorado CNC User Group was held at Pikes Peak Library District 

Library 21C.     

 

ELECTIONS – In December we will have elections for officers; anyone interested in leading this 

group is invited to participate and self-nominate.   

 

Safety 

 

David Zappitello had no safety observation to report this month.  Way to go David! 

 

Bill Healy described a situation where he encountered a kickback while kerfing a piece of 2X 

material.  Because he was using push sticks, his hands were never in danger of hitting the blade, 

but the flying workpiece did give his thumb a good slap.  The push stick he was using was one of 

the long slender type that doesn’t provide any real downforce.  Bill’s lesson was that he plans to 

always use a push stick with a handle that not only pushes the workpiece past the blade but also 

provides a means of holding the workpiece down.  In response to Bill’s Not-So-Excellent-

Adventure, Mel Dahlberg described how much he likes using his GRR-Ripper push block 

(https://www.microjig.com/).   

 

 John Konen reminded everyone to adjust their driving habits for winter.  This past weekend’s 

snow storm left roads icy. 

 

Jerry Ashlock described a You Tube video he saw where a broken bit flew off the CNC and 

broke the user’s wife’s car window.  We discussed the need to always be aware that a bit can 

break and fly off the machine with some force; yet another reminder of the importance of safety 

glasses.  We also discussed using physical barriers around the machine or some sort of padding 

on adjacent surfaces (like your wife’s car) to avoid the hazard.  Richard Gonzalez has been 

helping Ken Rogers build his own CNC and reported that Ken is hanging plastic sheets around 

his machine to stop any flying debris and to control dust.  Given some of the beautifully restored 

cars that share Ken’s woodshop, that sounds like a great idea!  John Konen reiterated his rule that 

he acts as if there is an invisible wall “from Heaven to Hell” around his machine which he never 

crosses while the machine is running.  Tom, a guest at the meeting, said he has added LED lights 

to indicate when his machine’s bit is turning so that he doesn’t stick his hand in harm’s way.   

 

 

Future Presentation Topics 

 

As always, if you have any desire to make a presentation or ideas for a presentation you would 

like to see, please contact John Konen at jnkonen@msn.com or (303) 741-6479. 

 

https://www.microjig.com/
mailto:jnkonen@msn.com
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Show and Tell 

John Konen reported that he is in the process of modifying his Arty to use 

proximity sensors rather than microswitches to locate the home position for his 

machine.  He has chosen to use inductive proximity switches (costing tens of 

dollars) because they are less susceptible to false readings than the capacitive 

type sensors and are far cheaper than laser-based sensors (thousands of dollars).  

While Murphy has been “helping” with this project, John has most of the bugs 

worked out.  His last battle is to integrate the new sensors into Legacy’s control 

system.   

Mel Dahlberg showed a picture of a liquor cabinet he built for some friends.  It 

is seven feet tall and he has to deliver it to Idaho; they must be pretty good 

friends!  Note the diamond pattern on the doors.   

Matt Pritchett brought a very large cedar 

chair that he had built.  It has live edge 

planks roughly two inches thick for the 

arms and the seat slats are one inch 

thick.  We would have lifted it out of the truck to take more 

pictures, but this chair is stout!  There are carvings all over 

the chair: an elk on the back, elk on the armrests and elk tracks on 

the footrest.  Very nice work, Matt!  We had a short discussion about what such a chair could be 

sold for that concluded with John Konen’s observation that it should be sold as “Art” because 

“Art” can be priced many multiples above simple furniture since “Art buyers have more money 

that brains!” 

Ben Marum, our host at today’s meeting in the Library, discussed some wooden boxes he is helping 

a patron make for a fly fisherman.  Ben is working on learning to do true double-sided carvings as 

he wants to get into 3D modeling.  He made Richard Gonzalez’s day when he reported that his 

favorite program for this sort of work is Fusion 360!   

Tom, a guest at today’s meeting (whose last name I didn’t catch) discussed his efforts to purchase 

precision cross slides on E-Bay.  While E-Bay’s protections allowed him to return several 

purchases that were not as described, he did have trouble with people not doing a good job of 
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describing what they had for sale.  Richard Gonzalez discussed the fact that he has bought from 

an outfit called Motion Constrained in Fort Collins with great success 

 (https://motionconstrained.com/).       

 

Richard Gonzalez reported that he had a fortuitous meeting with some ladies at a craft fair who 

have been importing wooden cutouts of words for wall décor from a seller in Texas.  He was able 

to make a deal to cut the lettering for them and have them do all the finishing work.  Unfortunately, 

since he has bought a lot and is building a new house in Florissant, his CNC machine is 90 miles 

away in Elizabeth!   

Jeff Erion discussed his efforts to install wood stove heat in his shop.  He discovered that using a 

hand-held infrared thermometer can be misleading when working with double wall pipe.  The 

thermometer told him the pipe wasn’t very hot but the melting flesh on his hand said otherwise!  

As for projects, Jeff brought a rolling pin he made.  He has a wood fired pizza oven and likes to 

have “make your own” pizza parties.  Up till now they have been using wine and whiskey bottles 

as rolling pins, but Jeff thought he needed something a little different.  He started with the design 

on Legacy’s web site for a French rolling pin but altered the 

design to be less crowned in order to get a more consistent 

thickness of dough.  This pin was made with cherry ends, a walnut 

center section and maple decorative rings.  It is finished with his wife’s preferred coconut oil and 

beeswax finish.   

Jeff gave an update on the group’s web site:  https://lwmcnc.com/coloradocncusergroup/  Jeff has 

added copies of the minutes for the last two meetings to the site.  A decision was made to redact 

member’s e-mail addresses from the posted version of the minutes out of privacy concerns.  There 

is a section on the site where we can upload pictures of member’s projects; if you have a project 

you would like to feature, contact Jeff about getting a picture added.  He is also working to add a 

“resource list” to the site where we can identify vendors and products that we have found to be 

useful.   

David Zappitello discussed his ongoing efforts to build a business cutting custom carvings for 

members of his church.  Unfortunately, he is finding that many people don’t want to pay what it 

costs to design and manufacture the carvings.  However, he has found enough business that he is 

still looking for people who want to earn money makings carvings for him.  If you have interest in 

that, contact David at dzcarv@gmail.com.  He finished his discussion with a bit of good news; his 

move out of the area has been delayed by several months so we will get to enjoy his company at 

more meetings!   

Doug Pinney reported that his is working on some keepsake boxes for his daughters.  They have 

sides shaped using a pair of two rail sweeps.  Not to take joy in Doug’s problems, but some of us 

https://motionconstrained.com/
https://lwmcnc.com/coloradocncusergroup/
mailto:dzcarv@gmail.com
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who frequently generate firewood were encouraged by his report that he “created a lot of firewood” 

in developing the design.   

Bill Healy discussed some wall cabinets that he is building for his shop.  Bill’s primary conclusion 

was that he could have bought them for much less than he has spent making his “cheap” shop 

cabinets 

Jerry Ashlock described his efforts to adapt Legacy’s hollow candle project from 11 inches long 

to 36 inches.  John Konen warned that if he tries to use a live center to support his work, the spiral 

cutout will act like a spring and deflect too much.  John said his solution was to use a four-jaw 

chuck on the drive end to hold the workpiece.  He also found that you cannot adjust the tailstock 

while turning due to the risk of binding and breaking the part.  Jeff Erion has had problems with 

the Legacy headstock moving when he gets above 4-5 inches diameter due to deflection.   Doug 

Pinney commented that Ronnie Parrish added a turnbuckle from the headstock to the machine’s 

frame to stabilize the headstock on his Gemini.  John Konen recommended using cargo straps.   

Richard Bosler discussed the fact that while doing Z touch offs, his Arty 58 has been locking up 

when the spindle rises back up.  He must completely power down the machine and let it sit for 20 

or 30 minutes before it will unlock and allow him to move the machine.  Just turning the computer 

or machine off doesn’t seem to release the stepper motors   Ron Malleck suggested checking to 

see if the machine is getting hot and locking up due to some sort of torque bind.  Jeff Erion 

recommended calling Mo at Legacy.     

John Ferguson says that they are building a new house, so everything is stacked in his shop and he 

can’t get to the machines to work.  Sounds like a nice problem to have.   

Vern Patterson reported that they held the groundbreaking ceremony for the new 

National Museum of World War II Aviation expansion.  We will have our February meeting at the 

museum.  Vern promised to give a personalized tour to the group after the meeting for a cost of 

$10 per person (the normal admission price).   

David Zappitello continues to work on his proposal for compensating anyone who is interested in 

helping him make carvings.  David is e-mailing his proposals separately, so no details are 

summarized here.   

John Konen and David Zappitello discussed a new infestation that is attacking walnut trees across 

the country.  Unless a means of controlling the pests is found, walnut may cease to be as readily 

available.  David has found that walnut has already doubled in price.   

Presentations 

 

Ben Marum described and gave us a tour of the Pikes Peak Library District 21C maker space.  

Rather than try to summarize all that is available through the Library, please refer to their web site:  
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https://ppld.org/creative-services/makerspaces  There are facilities at several of the library 

locations around Colorado Springs.  Library 21C has two maker spaces, one for crafts and one for 

machines.  Except for 3D printer filament, you provide your own materials.  You must be qualified 

on machines through instruction by someone from the library or, for machines other than the CNC, 

video classes and a quiz.  This location has a rotary attachment that will allow you to engrave on 

glasses, etc. with the laser engraver.  Classes at the Library are free.  The CNC at the Library 21C 

is a shop bot machine.  They have Fusion 360 and VCarve Pro.  Ben is considering adding more 

classes and may be looking for teachers.   

Ben also described the Pikes Peak Maker Space.  This is a membership-based maker space that 

has a CNC machine available for its patron’s use.  https://pikespeakmakerspace.org/ 

 

 

  

 

 

  

https://ppld.org/creative-services/makerspaces
https://pikespeakmakerspace.org/
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Next Meeting 

   

The meeting dates for 2018 are shown below.  Unless a future notice says otherwise, the meeting 

will be at Doug’s shop.  Doug’s address is 19890 Aires Drive, Monument, CO 80132  

 

The meeting dates for 2018 and 2019 are shown below.  Unless a future notice says otherwise, the 

meeting will be at Doug’s shop.  Doug’s address is 19890 Aires Drive, Monument, CO 80132 

Note that December’s meeting is a Saturday session.   

 

11/14/2018 Wednesday  6/22/2019 Saturday 

12/15/2018 Saturday  7/17/2019 Wednesday 

1/16/2019 Wednesday  8/14/2019 Wednesday 

2/20/2019 Wednesday  9/21/2019 Saturday 

3/23/2019 Saturday  10/16/2019 Wednesday 

4/17/2019 Wednesday  11/20/2019 Wednesday 

5/15/2019 Wednesday  12/14/2019 Saturday 

 

 


